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Civics First, Inc.

Established in 1976, Civics
First is a private, non-profit
organization dedicated to
advancing democracy and law
education in Connecticut’s
schools through exciting, hands-
on, engaging learning
experiences for students, teacher
training and curriculum
development.

Civics First utilizes
volunteers from the education,
law, law enforcement and
government sectors. It is
governed by a board of directors
composed of volunteers living
and working in Connecticut as
current or retired teachers,
lawyers, town managers, judges,
university faculty and others
interested in furthering the goals
of democracy and law education.
This diverse group of individuals
provides a broad range of exper-
tise to Civics First as it strives to
support Connecticut schools.

Civics First is only able to
provide these valuable services to
Connecticut’s schools through
volunteers, grant money and
generous donations of support
from people such as you who
have a special interest in

furthering these goals. As we all
know, economic times are difficult.
Please help Civics First continue to
make its valuable resources
available to every school in the
state. Your generous donation will
ensure that all students and
teachers in the state of Connecticut
have the opportunity to take
advantage of Civics First’s dynamic
educational programming. Please
help the future stewards of our
communities and nation by
supporting democracy and law
education in Connecticut through a
tax-deductible donation to:

Civics First, Inc.

30 Trinity Street

Room 240

Hartford, CT 06115

Phone: (860) 509-6184
Fax: (860) 509-6187
Email: info@civicsfirstct.org
Www.civicsfirstct.org
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Civics First is
pleased to offer a
variety of
materials and
support services to
assist elementary!
teachers in
teaching the three

branches of

government.

Civics
First is proud

thumbv”
heightv”

to announce a

new Civics Bee school

Competition.

New Elementary Programs

During the spring
2007 session of the Con-

and pedagogy designed

necticut General Assembly, teachers. These trainings

an act was passed requiring can be arranged for either

elementary schools to
include in their fourth or
fifth grade curriculum a
program on democracy in

which students engage in a

participatory manner in

learning about all branches
of government beginning in

the 20072008 academic
year.

Civics First, Inc.
recognizes that many
elementary teachers may
feel ill equipped to meet

this mandate and is pleased that can be used separately st af f 6 s

to offer a variety of
materials and support

services to assist in teachingguide, correlations to state

the three branches of
government. We have put
together a portfolio of
interactive materials,
activities and resources

which Civics First provides opportunities for authentic

cally throughout the school
specifically for elementary year in a manner that best

fits the overall curriculum
plans of the individual

full or half-day sessions or a classroom. The framework
is designed to give teachers

limited number of hours at

the convenience of your

school calendar. Additional

professional development

opportunities are available

through other Civics First

conferences and workshops

ready to use lesson plans

and materials along with the

factual information neces-

sary for student learning in

a logical sequence.
We would love to

throughout the year as well. share our resources with
you, your staff and students

The curriculum
materials include free

and would truly appreciate

classroom sets of nationally an opportunity to
recognized textbooks plus demonstrate for you what

additional lesson activities we can do to enhance your

abil

ity

or together with the text, an mandate as well as increase
accompanyi ng dudeatsucaessndhisarea.

and national standards in
both social studies and
literacy, supplemental
worksheets, engaging
activities and multiple

To set up a meeting please

contact us at (860) 509
6184 or via email at
info@civicsfirstct.org.

at no charge to educators in assessment. These materials

Connecticut.

The free support
services include iservice
trainings in both content

New Elementary Civics Bee Competition

As a culminating event to
further enhance civic
education at the
elementary level,
Civics First is proud
to announce a new
Civics Bee Competi-
tion. Two years ago
the Civics Bee was
piloted at Chester
Elementary School.
Last year the district of Deep

can all be used as a full
curriculum plan or broken

into separate components

that can be used periodi-

River, Essex and Chester par- pating in a local Civics Bee we
ticipated in a pilot expansion of can then add a state level to

the Civics Bee. Each school
had their own

The winners from each grade

then moved on to a district
wide Civics Bee. Civics First
would like to bring this
opportunity to other school

districts around the state. The

hope is that once there are

several school districts partici-

the program and invite district
wvinreers ® move an toBhe e 6 s .

next level.

If your school is interested in
the Civics Bee program, con-
tact Civics First at (860) 509

6184 or info@civicsfirstct.org.

t
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And The Winners Are. .. .....

Congratulations to the Henderson Home School team, our 2010 High School Debate Champion and to
Caley Henderson for top speaker

High School: 1st place: Jake Blumenfeld-Fairfield Warde H.S.; 2nd place: Spencer Ward-Lyme-Old
Lyme H.S.; 3rd place: Lucy Welles-Lyme-OIld Lyme H.S.; Middle School: 1st place: Madeline Kroot-
Bethel M.S.; 2nd place: Andi Conrad-Schagticoke M.S.; 3rd place: Alyssa Law-Schaghticoke M.S.;
Grades 4-5 Essay: 1st place: Gabriel Bartollotta-St. John School; 2nd place: Lila Fraser- St. John
School; 3rd place: Kevin Ryff-St. John School; Grades K-3 Poster: 1st place: Jadee Hoyte-Jumoke
Academy; 2nd place: Haley Caraglior-Long Meadow Elementary; 3rd place: Kelley Melanson-Long
Meadow Elementary

Congratulations to the following schools for participating in the We The People state competition held
December 17, 2010 at the Legislative Office Building in Hartford, CT: Tourtellotte High School,
Greenwich High School, Trumbull High School, South Windsor High School, Torrington High
School, Harding High School, St. Joseph High School and Immaculate High School.

UNIT AWARDS:

Unit 18 First Placed Greenwich High School; Second Placed Trumbull High School
Third Placed St. Joseph High School
Unit 110 First Placed Trumbull High School; Second Placed Greenwich High School
Third Placed Immaculate High School
Unit 1118 First Placed Trumbull High School; Second Placed Greenwich High School
Third Placed St. Joseph High School
Unit IVO First Placed Trumbull High School; Second Placed Greenwich High School
Third Placed Immaculate High School
Unit Vo First Placed Greenwich High School; Second Placed Trumbull High School
Third Placed St. Joseph High School
Unit VI3 First Placed Trumbull High School; Second Placed Torrington High School
Third Placed Greenwich High School

SCHOOL PLACEMENT:

Third Placed St. Joseph High School
Second Placed Trumbull High School
First Placed Greenwich High School*

*Will represent Connecticut at the national competition in Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D. C.
April 29-May 2nd.

Congratulations to the 2010-2011 High School Mock Trial State Champions, Mercy High School. For
the first time this year our State winner will be competing in the National Mock Trial Competition
May 5-7 in Arizona. Also, congratulations to the co-Bob Boland Best Mocker Award Winners: Tara
Palnitkar from Mercy High School and Jonathan Berman from Westhill High School.

Congratulations to the 2011 Middle School Mock Trial State Champions, Weston Middle School.

Congratulations to Emily Falkowski of the Henderson Home School, High School Courtroom Artist
Contest Winner.

Congratulations to Lindsey Brown of Our Lady of Mercy for first place in the Middle School Court-
room Artist Contest. Second place goes to Pedro Trigueiro of St Ann School and third place to James
St. Paul of St. Ann School.
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Events Still To Come This Spring and Summer

« April 5- Elementary Teacher Training in Civic Education at 30 Bank Street,
New Britain
« April 8- Connecticut State We The People Hearings for Upper Elementary and Middle
School
April 11 - Spring 2011 High School Debate at New Britain High School
April 26 - Middle School Debate at Deep River
May 91 Middle School Debate Torrington
May 10 - Middle School Debate Greenwich
« June 13171 Civics First Annual Dinner Meeting

« July 18-226 Mock Trial Summer Camp for students entering grades 6-12

« To register for these events go to www.civicsfirstct.org and click on the appropriate
event registration link on the home page. For more information contact us at
info@civicsfirstct.org. There is $10 registration fee per team for debate competitions.

PI.AY BY
THE RULES

* CONNECTICUT LAWS FORYOUTH

Civics First, Inc. is pleased to announce the
availability of the 2nd edition of Play By The RulesPlay By The Ruless an
award-winning crime-prevention model for teaching state-specific law to stu-
dents. The main focus of the books is laws for teenagers. However, there are
portions that can also apply to younger students. If you would like a sample
copy, please email your request to info@civicsfirstct.org. To order student
copies with teacherodés editions, go
play by the rules and you will find the on-line order form. Turn-around time is
about 3 weeks. This publication is FREE!!! All 50,000 copies of the first edi-
tion were distributed to schools all around the state of Connecticut.
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"That the Generations to Come Might Know Them"
Dear Civil War Enthusiast:

April 12, 2011 marks the 18tanniversary of the beginning of the American Civil Whrthe Great Rebel-

lion, as it is often known, some 620,000 Americans, both Union and Confederate, lost theiVinazsthe

war began Connecticut regiments were called to arms by decrees from both President Abraham Lincoln and
Governor William Buckingham, who served as the state's chief executive throughout tl&owaecticut

offered 55,000 men, 47% of its male population between the agess6f THhis was the most massive war,
mobilization i n t he Cenheaticuttiosps senwatl inewvery majonengagemensof tioer y
war, from Bull Run to Antietam, Gettysburg, and on to Richmond.

Connecticut'sndustrial capacity, especially its arms industry, was instrumental to the North's suldoess.
state was home to such notables as Colt, Sharp€galhesville Company, as well as Hotchkiss & Sons,
which produced artillery and shells, the Hazard Gun Powder Factorpamgdmore war related indus-

tries. State industry also produced a wide variety of-lethal items, from brass insignia to rubber tents and
raincoats, and many textile€onnecticut women made the war possible by procuring and shipping every con-
ceivable item to the front lines, so that the soldiers would not do withdaimen met every train that re-
turned home, often loaded with wounded and dead sold¥atsthere was also considerable opposition within
Connecticut to both the war and the Lincoln administratibime state was hardly united in its devotion to the
Union, and politics during the war was fierce atakely contested.The issues of slavery and race also be-
sieged Connecticut's peopl&he famed abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison once referred to the state as the
"Georgia of New England” because of its rampant hostility to abolitioni$tat is not to say that abolitionism
failed to exist.Here, again, Connecticut was divided and the issues that strained the nation also echoed
through the streets of towns and cities throughout the state.

The Purpose of Commemoration
Thereis both a grand and troubling history in the Civil War, one that requires consideration and reflec-

tion. That is what a commemoration is meant to las not a celebrationlt is a remembranceln that sensé,

we have chosen as our focus a simple yet poignant statement: The Connecticut 150th Civil War Commemor
tion has been in planning since 200e effort has been led by Central Connecticut State University and the
Connecticut Civil War Commemoration Committee (made up of over 70 partner organizations), as well as th
Connecticut Civil War Commemoration Commission (created by Governor Jodi Rell in Z01i®)website is

the state's gateway to Civil War Commemoration evehitsoughout the Commemoration period, from 2011
2015, Connecticut will be home to a host of living history events, talks, conferences, exhibits, and much
more. We encourage all residents to become a part of this history, as it is a part of all of

us.

For additional information on any aspect of the Commemoration, contact: Coordinator: Matthew
Warshauer, Ph.D.; Professor of History, CCSU; Editmmnecticut History(860) 8322803- warshau-
erm@ccsu.edwor visit www.ccsu.edu for dates of events.
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