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Civics and American Government 

Curriculum Framework

Introduction:

During the Spring 2000 session of the Connecticut General Assembly, an act was passed requiring students to complete a one-half credit course on civics and American government between grades nine and twelve, beginning with the graduating class of 2004.  

The Connecticut Consortium for Law and Citizenship Education has developed this one semester civics course framework as a starting point to help schools in fulfilling the state requirement. The scope and sequence proposed below will also help to align the curriculum with the Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum Framework. We understand that teachers may be pressed for time in developing this course. For more information on resources and materials, the Consortium is available.

The Civics Curriculum Framework is broken into four sections. The first section, Content and Performance Standards, reviews the civics and government section of the Connecticut Social Studies Framework. The second section, Scope and Sequence, provides a brief outline of units and activities integrated with standards. Under Available Resources, several print and media sources as well as programs  are listed that may be useful in both course development and class instruction. The final section, Sample Lesson/Teaching Materials, contains several interesting documents and materials accompanied by suggestions for classroom use.

Content and Performance Standards:

The Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum Framework contains four content standards related to civics and government. The four standards numbered five through eight and corresponding performance standards are listed below.

5) United States Constitution and Government 

Students will apply knowledge of the U.S. Constitution, how the U.S. system of government works and how the rule of law and the value of liberty and equality have an impact on individual, local, state and national decisions.

Educational experiences in Grades 9-12 will assure that students:

· apply an understanding of historical and contemporary conflicts over Constitutional principles;

· analyze historical and contemporary conflicts through the respective roles of local, state and national governments;

· explain how the design of the U.S. Constitution is intended to balance and check the powers of the branches of government;

· analyze, using historical and contemporary examples, the meaning and significance of the ideal of equal protection under the law for all persons;

· explain why state and federal court powers of judicial review reflect the United States idea of constitutional government; and

· evaluate the contemporary roles of political parties, associations, media groups and public opinions in local, state and national politics.

6) Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens

Students will demonstrate knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of citizens to participate in and shape public policy, and contribute to the maintenance of our democratic way of life.

Educational experiences in Grades 9-12 will assure that students:

· evaluate whether or when their obligations as citizens require that their personal desires, beliefs and interests be subordinated to the public good;

· identify and explain characteristics needed for effective participation in public life;

· establish, explain and apply criteria to evaluate rules and laws;

· monitor and influence the formation and implementation of policy through various forms of participation;

· take a position on a current policy issue and attempt to influence its formation, development and implementation.

7) Political Systems

Students will explain that political systems emanate from the need of humans for order, leading to compromise and the establishment of authority.

Educational experiences in Grades 9-12 will assure that students:

· evaluate the importance of developing self-government in order to restrict arbitrary power;

· analyze and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of limited and unlimited government;

· compare two or more constitutions and how they promote the principles of their respective political systems and provide the basis for government;

· describe how constitutions may limit government in order to protect individual rights and promote the common good;

· explain how purposes served by government have implications for the individual and society; and

· provide examples of legitimate authority and exercise of power without authority.

8) International Relations
Students will demonstrate an understanding of how the major elements of international relations and world affairs affect their lives and the security and well-being of their community, state and nation.

Educational experiences in Grades 9-12 will assure that students:

· describe how the United States influences other governments and international organizations and how the United States, in turn, is influenced by them;

· analyze and evaluate the significance of major U.S. foreign policies and major international events and conditions over time;

· develop proposals regarding solutions to significant  international, political, economic, demographic or environmental issues;

· analyze the respective roles of the executive and legislative branches in developing and implementing foreign policy;

· identify and analyze the various domestic, political, economic and social interests which play roles in the development of foreign policy; and

· describe and analyze the process by which foreign policy decisions are developed and executed.

Scope and Sequence:

The scope and sequence is divided into six units as follows:

Unit I. Foundations of American Government

Unit II. Citizenship: Rights and Responsibilities

Unit III. Division of Power

Unit IV. The Federal Government

Unit V. Connecticut State and Local Government 

Unit VI. International Relations and Comparative Political System

Each unit contains three sections. The first section includes a list of applicable performance standards adapted from the Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum Framework. This is followed by a very brief outline of topics to explore. Finally, a few suggested activities are included. Some refer to specific resources while others contain more general recommendations. 
Unit I. Foundations of American Government

(Content Standards 5 and 7)  Students will:

apply an understanding of historical and contemporary conflicts over Constitutional principles.

analyze historical and contemporary conflicts through the respective roles of local, state and national governments.

analyze, using historical and contemporary examples, the meaning and significance of the ideal of equal protection under the law for all persons.

evaluate the importance of developing self-government so as to restrict arbitrary power.

describe how constitutions may limit government in order to protect individual rights and promote the common good.
A. Colonial foundation of the Declaration of Independence 

· John Locke and the Enlightenment

· The House of Burgesses, The Mayflower Compact, Connecticut’s Fundamental Orders
· Long term social, political and economic forces leading to the Declaration of Independence

· Immediate causes and events leading to the Declaration of Independence 
· Common Sense

· Purposes of the Declaration of Independence
B. The United States Constitution
· Problems with The Articles of Confederation and the need for change

· Shays’ Rebellion

· The New Jersey Plan, the Virginia Plan and the Great Compromise

· The Three-fifths Compromise

· The struggle for ratification

· The Constitution as a living document

-the amendment process

-the expansion of the power of the executive branch

-the power of judicial review (Marbury v. Madison)

-the elastic clause

C. Individual Rights and Liberties: The Bill of Rights
· Reasons for the development of the Bill of Rights
· The impact of the Bill of Rights
· Introduction to the range of protected rights

Suggested Activities/Resources:

· “Comparing the U.S. Constitution with Connecticut’s Charter” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government.
· Copies of the Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, The United States Constitution, the Federalist papers and the Bill of Rights can be found at: http://www.constitutioncenter.org/sections/hdocs/hdocs_main.asp .

· Link specific events of 1760-1776 to the Declaration of Independence.

· Class Debate “Resolved, the United States has lived up to its credo, ‘all men are created equal.’”

· “The U.S. Constitution and the Island Constitution” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government
Unit II. Citizenship: Rights and Responsibilities

(Content Standards 5, 6 and 7)  Students will:

evaluate the contemporary roles of political parties, associations, media groups and public opinions in local, state and national politics.

evaluate whether or when their obligations as citizens require that their personal desires, beliefs and interests be subordinated to the public good.

identify and explain characteristics needed for effective participation in public life.

monitor and influence the formation and implementation of policy through various forms of participation.

take a position on a current policy issue and attempt to influence its formation, development and implementation.

analyze and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of limited and unlimited government.

A. Protection of Individual Rights

· First Amendment rights

-Freedom of speech

-Freedom of assembly

-Freedom of the press

-Freedom of religion: free exercise

-Freedom of religion: establishment clause

cases: Tinker v. Des Moines School District (1969), Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier (1988), Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972), Engel v. Vitale (1962), the Skokie Nazi rally case, New York Times v. Sullivan (1964)

· Due process

cases: Miranda v. Arizona (1966), Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

· The 14th Amendment

cases: Roe v. Wade (1973) 

B. Citizenship Responsibilities

· Becoming a citizen

· Overview of responsibilities

-Obeying the law

-Jury duty

-Voting

-Paying taxes

-Community service

C. Voting and Elections

· Running for office

· The selection and role of delegates for national conventions

· Changes in the function of national conventions

· Campaigns

· Campaign financing

· Electing through the electoral college

· Criticisms of the electoral college

· Voting trends

D. Political Parties

· The political spectrum from liberal to conservative

· The two party tradition including the Federalists and Jeffersonians as well as the evolution of the modern Democratic and Republican parties

· Comparison of the current Democratic and Republican parties

· Third party contributions to elections and issues

E. Participation in Government

· Public opinion

· Interest groups and lobbying

Suggested Activities/Resources:
· “Freedom of the Press?” from: Government: A Course for High School (see sample lesson appendix).

· “You be the Judge: Fourth Amendment” from: Government: A Course for High School (see sample lesson appendix).

· Gather campaign materials for analysis and comparison.

· “Voter Qualification Test,” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government (see sample lesson appendix).

· “Representative Government: Mock General Assembly Public Hearing,” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government
· “Problem Identification and Analysis” from: We the People: Project Citizen - Identify and analyze a problem in the local community (see sample lesson appendix).

· “Electoral College map” from: Government: A Course for High School - Analyze the map to determine what it tells about the Electoral College, the United States and democracy in the United States (see sample lesson appendix).

· “Third Party and the Role of the Spoiler” from: Government: A Course for High School - Evaluate the role of third parties in three U.S. Presidential elections (see sample lesson appendix).

· “The Significance of a Citizens Vote” Lesson 33 from: Comparative Lessons for Democracy
Unit III. Division of Power

(Content Standards 5 and 7)  Students will: 

explain how the design of the U.S. Constitution is intended to balance and check the powers of the branches of government.
describe how constitutions may limit government in order to protect individual rights and promote the common good.

provide examples of legitimate authority and exercise of power without authority.
(Note: This unit should be designed as a quick overview of the three basic principles fostered by the founding fathers to insure that the power of government would be divided and not concentrated. Major textbooks have many graphics and activities helping students to understand the mechanics of principles like checks and balances. They also have activities designed to assist the student in grasping the overall significance of division of power. Inherent in this is an understanding that there are certain powers delegated to the states. There are certain powers assigned solely to the federal government and there are certain powers that are concurrently shared.)

A. Federalism 

B. Separation of Powers

C. Checks and Balances

Suggested Activities/Resources:

· The People of the United States v. Richard M. Nixon. Evaluate the role of all three branches of the federal government in the release by the executive branch of the Watergate tapes to the legislative branch. 

· “Constitutional Issues: Separation of Powers” from: Teaching with Documents (Students use a letter criticizing FDR’s attempt to “pack” the Supreme Court to evaluate the principle of separation of powers).  

· Analyze key conflicts between the state and federal government such as: Brown v. The Board of Education or James Meredith’s enrollment at the University of Mississippi.  

“Federalism” from: Government: A Course for High School - Differentiate between federal, state and concurrent powers (see sample lesson appendix).

Unit IV. The Federal Government

(Content Standards 5 and 8)  Students will: 

explain why state and federal court powers of judicial review reflect the United States idea of constitutional government.

analyze the respective roles of the executive and legislative branches in developing and implementing foreign policy.

describe and analyze the process by which foreign policy decisions are developed and executed.
A. Lawmaking and Congress


1. Structure of Congress

· The Senate

· The House of Representatives - apportionment

· Party structure

· Committees: importance and types

2. Congressional Powers

· Delegated powers

· Implied powers and the elastic clause

· Limits on Congressional powers (Executive and Judicial)

3. Legislative Process

· Introduction of legislation

· Committee hearings

· Debating legislation

· House and Senate action

· Conferencing stage

· Presidential action

4. Legislative Issues

· Advantages of incumbency

B. Executive Branch 


1. The Presidency

· Constitutional requirements for becoming President

· Delegated powers

-Head of state

-Chief executive

-Chief diplomat

-Commander in chief

· Political powers

-Party head

-Leadership on law enactment

-World leader

-Nation’s chief economic manager

· Limits on presidential powers (Congressional and Judicial)


2. Departments and Agencies

· Cabinet departments

· Executive Office of the Presidency 

· Federal bureaucracy

-Spoils system

-Merit system 

-Structure of the federal bureaucracy

3. Executive issues

· Changes in the nature of the presidency

· Relationship between the presidency and the media

· Does the President have too much power?

C. The American Justice System


1. United States Court System

· The Supreme Court 

· Federal Court of Appeals

· Federal District Courts

2. Role of the Supreme Court


3. Judicial issues

· Case loads

· Juveniles 
Suggested Activities/Resources:

· Draft and send a letter on a topic of the student’s choice to a legislator of his choice.

· “Congressional Reapportionment/Redistricting” lesson plan from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government.

· “Powers Denied Congress” from: Government: A Course for High School (see sample lesson appendix).

· “Federal Budget: 1977-1996” from: Government: A Course for High School - Analyze the reasons for and results of changes in the federal budget (see sample lesson appendix).

· “Expenditures by Cabinet Department, 2000” from: Government: A Course for High School - Analyze the role of the executive cabinets based on expenditures (see sample lesson appendix).

· Develop an executive response to the Elián González crisis.

· “Test of a Good Law” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government (see sample lesson appendix).

· The Connecticut Mock Trial Program sponsored by Connecticut Consortium for Law & Citizenship Education, Inc.

“Civil Rights Mini-Unit” from: Teaching with Documents (Through eight documents and a timeline of major civil rights legislation, the unit enables students to study the roots of the Supreme Court decision in the case of Regents of the University of California v. Bakke.)

Unit V. Connecticut State and Local Government 

(Content Standard 5)  Students will:

analyze historical and contemporary conflicts through the respective roles of local, state and national governments.

evaluate the contemporary roles of political parties, associations, media groups and public opinions in local, state and national politics.

A. The origins of Connecticut government



1. The Fundamental Orders

2. The Charter of 1662



3. The Constitution of 1818



4. The Constitution of 1965


B. State government responsibilities

1. Concurrent responsibilities

2. Delegated responsibilities

3. Reserved responsibilities


C. Local government structure

There are 169 towns in Connecticut and each is governed by its own charter. There are a variety of different forms of government. Some examples follow:

· strong mayor, weak council

· weak mayor, strong council

· town or city manager

· representative town meeting

· board of selectmen and town meeting

Suggested Activities/Resources:

· “Comparing the U.S. Constitution with Connecticut’s Charter” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government (see sample lesson appendix).

· Develop a mock public hearing on a local issue.

· “A Profile of the 1983-1984 Connecticut General Assembly” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government, p162 (Analyze the composition of the CT General Assembly. In what ways does/doesn’t the assembly reflect the population of Connecticut?)

· Prepare a legislative initiative for consideration by the Connecticut General Assembly.

· “Legislative Visitation Program” from 350 Years of Connecticut Government.
· “The Role of the Courts and the Case of Mary Jones” Lesson 2 from: Connecticut Courts: An Interactive Curriculum in Three Segments for High School Students.
Unit VI. International Relations and Comparative Political Systems

(Content Standards 7 and 8)  Students will: 

compare two or more constitutions and how they promote the principles of their respective political systems and provide the basis for government.

describe how the United States influences other governments and international organizations and how the United States, in turn, is influenced by them;

analyze and evaluate the significance of major U.S. foreign policies and major international events and conditions over time;

develop proposals regarding solutions to significant  international, political, economic, demographic or environmental issues;

analyze the respective roles of the executive and legislative branches in developing and implementing foreign policy;

identify and analyze the various domestic, political, economic and social interests which play roles in the development of foreign policy; and

describe and analyze the process by which foreign policy decisions are developed and executed.

A. United States foreign policy issues

1. Key issues

· United States’ role in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the Organization of American States and the United Nations

· Use of sanctions

2. Current Issues


B. Comparative political systems

1. Governmental systems 

2. Economic systems

Suggested Activities/Resources:

· Compare the American system of government with a parliamentary system of government. (e.g. England, Israel).

· “Voting Methods Around the World” from: Comparative Lessons for Democracy, lesson 26-10. 

· “Support for Alternatives to Democracy” from: Comparative Lessons for Democracy, lesson 33-10 (see sample lesson appendix).

· Analyze the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and compare to the Bill of Rights, U. S. Constitution (The Declaration can be found at: http://www.un.org/rights/50/decla.htm).

· Analyze the Cuban Missile Crisis through The Missiles of October.
· “Key Press Release of the Recognition of the State of Israel” from: Teaching with Documents (The press release and telegram provide an engaging introduction to U. S. recognition of Israel.) 

Available Resources:
The following list contains a broad range of curriculum development and teaching materials. Some are mentioned in the scope and sequence but many are resources the authors of the civics and government framework have found useful. We have tried to select resources that are either in print or widely available.

Print Resources:

350 Years of Connecticut Government, Connecticut Consortium for Law and Citizenship Education, 2000 350 Years of Connecticut Government contains a variety of lesson plans and materials using Connecticut’s four Constitutions to analyze the origins of government. Some materials are designed for younger students but most are appropriate for high school. The introductory unit contains several activities that provide a great introduction to the citizenship unit of any civics course. Additionally, lessons and especially background readings and timelines related to Connecticut’s Constitutions provide a vital component of the Civics unit on state and local government.

We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution, Center for Civic Education, Calabasas, California, 1995 The We the People textbook and course materials are organized into six central questions related to American government. Each central question is further broken down into several lessons.  We the People relies on posing and addressing questions at every level of learning. Even the captions beneath photographs pose questions that could easily initiate a class discussion. The question format makes this text useful and interesting for both teachers and students; however, the organization of the text would require some modification to use with the above scope and sequence.

We the People. . .Project Citizen, Center for Civic Education, Calabasas, California, 1998 

Students identify a problem in their community. After gathering information on the problem, they examine solutions and develop a policy position statement and a plan of action. This brief publication helps students throughout the process with brainstorming, gathering information and organizing proposals. Although the project is intended for grades 6-9, it would be an excellent project to adapt for any civics course. In addition, there is a Connecticut competition surrounding this activity. It is sponsored by the CCLCE. 

We the People Core Correlations, Center for Civic Education 

These three brief documents correlate the We the People text with the Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum Framework Content Standards.

Comparative Lessons for Democracy, Center for Civic Education, Calabasas, California, 1997 

Educators from the Unites States, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Poland and Russia developed a large collection of curriculum materials for use in teaching about comparative government. More than 35 lesson plans include maps, documents and student handouts. While the materials could easily fill a semester course in comparative democracy, lesson plans can be easily adapted to fit the international component of any Civics and American Government course.

Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum Framework, Connecticut State Department of Education Division of Teaching and Learning, 1998 

The Social Studies component of the state framework’s project should be examined in the early stages of course development. Content standards five through eight are of particular interest because they provide performance standards related to civics and government.

American Government: Readings on Continuity and Change, Robert Harmel, St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1993 

This college text can be used by honors and AP students. It has an excellent variety of articles that focus on problems of governing.
Connecticut Courts: An Interactive Curriculum in Three Segments for High School Students, Justice Education Center, Inc. 2000 

The Justice Education Center has produced three excellent lessons examining Connecticut’s court system. The first lesson uses the Amistad Case to introduce students to the concept of  the rule of law. The second explores the the case of Mary Jones in order to address the role of the courts and the third examines the Connecticut court process through State of Connecticut v. Michael. 

Connecticut History and Culture: An Historical Overview and Resource Guide for Teachers, Connecticut Historical Commission, 1985 

This resource guide was produced for Connecticut’s 350th celebration. The guide contains historical and contemporary statistics about Connecticut including population, housing, employment, and income trends. These are followed by dozens of brief narratives of important events and people of Connecticut history. Also included is an extensive resource guide and a section devoted to teaching about Connecticut history. Some of the material is outdated and the guide may not be easy to find but it is a great starting point for teaching about Connecticut history and government.

Connecticut State Register and Manual, Connecticut Secretary of State, Hartford, published annually 

This book is a compilation that lists all government officials, state and local, and many statistical pieces of information that can be useful. Every town library and most high school libraries receive a copy from the Secretary of State annually.

Consent of the Governed: A Study of American Government, Scott, Foresman and Company, Illinois 

This is a standard civics text directed at ninth grade reading level for the college preparatory student. It contains standard textual information about the concepts and many activities for the student.  

Current Issues, Close Up Foundation, Washington D.C., published annually 

The Close Up Foundation provides many support materials relative to the functioning of the federal government. They are particularly useful because of their timely nature. They also provide excellent materials annually on the Supreme Court and on Congress.

Documents of American History, Henry Steele Commanger and Milton Cantor, Prentice Hall, New Jersey, 1988 

This two volume collection of hundreds of governmental documents provides a broad overview of the course of American history.  In includes many Supreme Court decisions, major pieces of legislation, party platforms and excerpts from Congressional reports as well as important letters and presidential speeches.

Governing: Readings and Cases in American Politics, Roger H. Davidson and Walter J. Oleszek, C Q Press, Washington D.C. 1992 

This college text provides a useful discussion of many political questions. It focuses on the political process of government.

History of the Supreme Court, Bernard Schwartz, Oxford University Press, 1995 

This book contains the entire history of the Court. It is highly readable and historically balanced. 

How our Laws are Made, Government Printing Office, Washington D.C. 2000 

This book is the “bible” of Senators and Congressmen. It is updated annually. It describes in detail the operation of committees and clarifies the various parliamentary procedural rules that govern both houses. Even with the highly detailed content, it is a very readable source.

Magruder’s American Government, Prentice Hall, Massachusetts, 2000 

This standard college prep text is appropriate for 11th and 12th grade civics students. It is also useful for AP classes.

May it Please the Court, Peter Irons, Stephanie Guitton, The New Press, New York, 1993 

These are tapes and transcripts of several major landmark Supreme Court cases. The actual oral arguments are heard.

Street Law: A Course in Practical Law, 6th Edition, Street Law, Inc. Washington D.C. 1999 

The Street Law text provides hundreds of cases organized for student discussions of the law. Each case is tied to an overview of its legal principle and all cases are thematically organized in a textbook format.

Taking Sides: Each book in this series tackles central issues by providing students with opposing viewpoints. Many of the essays are long and some are difficult but the issues are well chosen and provide great material for in-depth class discussions. All issues are treated with great balance.
Taking Sides: Clashing Views  on Controversial Issues in World Politics, McGraw-Hill Dushkin, 1999

Taking Sides: Clashing Views  on Controversial Legal Issues, McGraw-Hill Dushkin Publishing, 2000

Taking Sides: Clashing Views  on Controversial Political Issues, McGraw-Hill Dushkin Publishing, 1998

Teaching with Documents, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C. 1989  

The National Archives has assembled an excellent collection of documents. Each document or set of documents is accompanied by background information and teaching suggestions. About one third of the collection is useful in teaching civics and government.

The Bill of Rights: A User’s Guide, Linda R. Monk, Close Up Foundation, Washington D.C. 1995 

This source provides an excellent tie between the rights outlined in the Bill of Rights and actual cases that have been used by the federal court system to further interpret those rights. This is a highly readable source.

The Literature of Connecticut History, Christopher Collier 

Connecticut’s State Historian assembled this excellent thematic guide to studying Connecticut history. The guide provides a good starting point for any in depth exploration of any aspect of Connecticut history.

Government: A Course for High School, Carroll County Curriculum Guide, Maryland, 1998 

Several of the suggested activities have been adapted from this two volume curriculum guide. Because the guide would be difficult to obtain, useful activities have been included in the sample lesson appendix with permission from Carroll County. 

Film Resources: 



Recommended Literature:
12 Angry Men 



All the King’s Men

All the President’s Men 


All the President’s Men

The Missiles of October 


Gideon’s Trumpet

Eyes on the Prize 



Decision in Philadelphia

Separate but Equal 



The Last Hurrah

Gideon’s Trumpet 



Primary Colors
American Rock: School House Rock

Cry Freedom

Dry White Season

The Killing Fields

“Z”

Web Resources:

Primary Sources:

http://www.un.org/rights/50/decla.htm - The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights

http://www.ins.usdoj.gov/graphics/index.htm -The INS website contains information and statistics on immigration.

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htm - Yale Law School maintains this large database of documents in law, history and diplomacy. 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/bdsds/bdexhome.html - A collection of documents related to the creation of the Constitution

http://www.supremecourtus.gov/ - The United States Supreme Court website contains information about the Court and links to other federal government websites.

http://supct.law.cornell.edu:8080/supct/ - A searchable database of United States Supreme Court decisions 

http://justicetalking.org/index.html - A weekly internet radio show debating Constitutional issues

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftrials.htm - A multimedia examination of famous trials in U.S. history

http://congress.nw.dc.us/c-span/ -C-SPAN’s website

http://www.vote-smart.org/about/ - A site devoted to providing voters with non-partisan information about election candidates.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/ - Contains a briefing room with access to presidential press releases, radio addresses and general information on the executive.

Web Resources Continued:

Lesson Plans:

http://www.constitutioncenter.org/ - A site devoted to Constitution related educational materials

http://www.civiced.org/index.html - The Center for Civic Related Education homepage provides a categorized and annotated list of links to hundreds of civics related websites. The site also has ordering information for We the People and other civics related resources

http://www.thegateway.org/ - A searchable database of links to lesson plans and other educational materials

http://www.socialstudies.org/resources/lessons/CFJan96.pdf - An article from Social Education containing First Amendment establishment and free exercise lessons

http://www.crf-usa.org/ - The Constitutional Rights Foundation website contains several thorough on-line lessons related to the Bill of Rights.

Programs:

Connecticut Consortium for Law & Citizenship Education, Inc. Office of the Secretary of State, 30 Trinity Street, PO Box 150470, Hartford, CT 06115-0470
Consortium Programs:

· The Legislative Visitation Program

· The Connecticut High School Mock Trial Competition

· The Connecticut Court Visitation Program (in conjunction with the CT Bar Association)

· We The People Competition

· High School Debate

· Project Citizen

The Hartford Courant, Newspapers in Education

Choices for the 21st Century, Brown University Curriculum materials produced by Choices are much more useful after attending the teacher conferences offered in conjunction with each unit.

The Close Up Foundation, 4-H and The Presidential Classroom offer week-long seminars for individuals and groups in Washington D.C.. They bring students to meet legislators, Justices, Congressional staff personnel and Executive branch policy makers. These programs are varied. They are tailored to current events.

Sample Lesson/Teaching Materials Appendix:

The following lessons and teaching materials are samples of some of the resources available for teaching about Civics and American Government. Whole lessons, parts of lessons and useful information have been provided as a starting point in curriculum development. References to the materials that follow have been noted in appropriate units throughout the scope and sequence. Introductions to the use of each resource are included below.

1. “Comparing the U.S. Constitution with CT’s Charter” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government(Unit I)

· Students list and discuss differences between the national government and CT’s government in 1789

· Students compare the power of the governor and the president

· Students explain the reasons for the separation of powers in the federal government

2. “Freedom of the Press” from: Government: A Course for High School (Unit II)

· Students read “Freedom of the Press” in pairs

· Students discuss what actions they would take, reach consensus and be prepared to explain their views to the class  

· Class discussion re: actions and consequences

· Students review the rules for limiting free press

· Students read and analyze Bantam Books v. Sullivan (1963) using the rules for limiting free press

3. “You Be the Judge: Fourth Amendment” from: Government: A Course for High School (Unit II)

· Students review and summarize the Supreme Court rulings on search and seizure 

· Students rule on the legality of actions involved in each case and explain their rulings

· Class comparison of student rulings to actual rulings

4. “Voter Qualification Test” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government (Unit II)

· Students discuss what makes a competent, fair and educated voter

· Students evaluate various qualifications for voting in the state of Conecticut

· Class develops a list of reasonable qualifications

5. “Problem Identification and Analysis Form” from: We the People: Project Citizen (Unit II)

· Students develop a list of problems in their community

· Class prioritizes the list

· In small groups, students complete the Problem Analysis form for each of the major problems

· Groups develop a list of sources of additional information on the issue and develop a plan to gather the information

6. “Electoral College Map” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government (Unit II)

· Following an overview of the electoral college system, students examine the map

· Students discuss the impact of small, medium and large states on the presidential election

· Acting as campaign managers, students develop a campaign plan for their candidate

· Compare strategies to each other and the 2000 election campaigns

· Students evaluate the effectiveness of the electoral college

7. “Third Party and the Role of the Spoiler” from: Government: A Course for High School (Unit II)

· Students examine the elections of 1912, 1968 and 1992 and explain what the chart reveals

· Students explain and evaluate the role of third parties in each election

8. “Federalism” from: Government: A Course for High School (Unit III)

· Class discussion of federal versus state and concurrent powers

· Students decide between federal, state and concurrent for 20 powers

9. “Powers Denied Congress” from: Government: A Course for High School (Unit IV)

· Students examine the U.S. Constitution’s Article I, Section 9

· Students explain why each of eight examples are illegal actions

· Class discussion of why each action is prohibited

10. “Test of a Good Law” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government (Unit IV)

· Class develops an idea for either a new law, a change in a law or the abolition of an existing law

· Apply the test to the existing law and/or the changed/new law

· Class discussion of the reasons for success or failure

11. “Federal Budget: 1977-1996” from: Government: A Course for High School (Unit IV)

· Students develop a list of items they think would need to be included in a federal budget

· Class discussion comparing items they would include with the range of federal budget items

· Students compute budget surplus and deficit between 1977 and 1996

· Students explain changes in the federal budget, their impact on the role of government and the influence of various economic factors on the budget

· Class discussion of the ramifications of the budget on recent and future political events including a discussion of the battle over spending any future surplus

12. “Expenditures by Cabinet Departments, 2000” from: Government: A Course for High School (Unit IV)

· Students interpret pie chart of cabinet expenditures

· Class discussion of any changes you would propose for the cabinet

13. “Support for Alternatives to Democracy” from: 350 Years of Connecticut Government (Unit VI)

· Students analyze chart

· Class discussion about the strength and stability of democracy in this part of the world

Connecticut Consortium


for Law & Citizenship Education, Inc.








- 19 -


